
   Sunday, January 11, 2026 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
8:00 AM Worship 9:00 AM Fellowship 
Faith Formation 5:30 PM Wednesdays 

 
Pastor Gary Grinvalds 

 
Organist:  Alice Meints or Sandy Eltiste 

 

Introduction to the day 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of 

God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness 

and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be 

a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed 

by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved 

children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all 

who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
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*Please Stand 
Congregational responses in bold print 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN              ELW 423                               

 

*Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

 For in your wisdom you have formed us. 

You feed the hungry and clothe the naked, 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You set free those who are bound. 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You raise up those whose courage falters. 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You provide for our every need. 

 Accept our grateful praises. 
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You have called us from all peoples. 

 We rejoice and bless your name forever. 

You bless your people with peace. 

 We bless you and praise your loving grace. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

 For in your wisdom you have formed us. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all 

who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 

daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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HYMN      ELW 454 
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FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 42:1-9 

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. 
The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will 
weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have 
been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations. 

 1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 

soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth 

justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice or 

make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a 

dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 

forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 

established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his 

teaching. 5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and 

stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from 

it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 

walk in it: I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;   

I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 

covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that 

are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 

prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name;  

my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the 

former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare;  

before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 29    Read Responsively 
 
         1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the 

LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory  

thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the 

LORD is a voice of splendor.  

     5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD 

breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
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    6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount 

Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7 The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD 

shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the 

forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits 

enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11 O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the 

blessings of peace.  

  

SECOND LESSON:  ACTS 10:34-43 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and 
proclaims the good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, 
a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family 
become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 

understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people 

anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to 

him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but 

God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not 

to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDRENS SERMON 
 
 

*GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 3:13-17 

 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched 

by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child. 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill 

all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 

were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a 

dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of our Lord 

 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON      
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                   ELW 304 
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*APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
OFFERING 
*OFFERTORY    



11 

 

*THE PRAYERS 
 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 

church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the 

earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our 

divisions and unite us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, 

missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a 

broken world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and 

springs (local water sources may be named). Create in us an urgent 

desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies 

and end cycles of violent retribution. Defend the rights of 

prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from persecution. Sustain 

international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and 

support for those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to 

the dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, 

that we may serve Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and 

our enemies. We pray for travelers and those who are homebound. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give 

thanks for those who have gone before us, and we trust that we will 

join them in your everlasting peace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 

we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 

known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Amen. 
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*LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
*BLESSING  
 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     ELW 310                                  

 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission OneLicenses.net #A-722514. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church WELCA invites you to attend their 

annual soup luncheon on Sunday, February 1, 2026, from 11:00 

am to 1:00 pm. Chili, chicken noodle soup, and vegetable beef 

soup will be served, as well as desserts and a beverage. Bring a 

friend. We're looking forward to seeing you there" 

 

The Annual meeting will be Sunday, February 1, 2025 

immediately following the church service.  Please submit all 

committee reports for the annual report to Pam by Sunday, 

January 18. 
 

We will have 2 vacancies on the Church Council next year. If you 

would consider being on the council or know someone else who 

might, please let a current council member know. Thanks.  
 
Please also consider attending the 2026 Synod Assembly as a 
voting member representing your congregation.  All confirmed 
members are eligible to attend!!! We may send 2, which will be 
identified at the Annual Meeting in January. 
 

Upcoming Community coffees are as follows: 

January 16—Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

January 23—St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

January 30—Western National Bank 

 

Remembered in Our Prayers:  

Kent Hohensee Kathleen Remmers  Kai Spann 

 

Pastor Gary:   Phone: (402) 658-2253 

Email: garygrinvalds@gmail.com 

If you wish to have Pastor visit you, please contact him to set up a 

time. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:garygrinvalds@gmail.com
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Your Council leaders are: 

President: Darla Acton (402) 239-6236 

Vice President: Darin Frerichs (402) 239-6471 

Secretary: Erin Saathoff (402) 239-9117 

At Large:   Roger Henrichs (402) 239-7740  

        Chavonn Mailahn (308) 214-0039 

       Josh Schmidt (402) 520-0950 

 
Church Account Balance: 12/31/2025: $45,124.43 
Church Offerings:  01/04/2026:       907.00  
  
Attendance  01/04/2026:  44 
 
 
 
Please have any announcements for the bulletin to Pam by 
Wednesday noon each week.  You may text or call her at  
(402) 239-2715 or send an email to the church at 
oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com

