
   Sunday, December 14, 2025 
3rd Sunday in Advent 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
8:00 AM Worship 9:00 AM Fellowship 
Faith Formation 5:30 PM Wednesdays 

 
Pastor Gary Grinvalds 

 
Organist:  Alice Meints or Sandy Eltiste 

 

Introduction to the day 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah 

announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus 

points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. 

We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we 

rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, 

in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of 

justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears 

to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 
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*Please Stand 
Congregational responses in bold print 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 

We light three candles and know the time of holy birth draws near, 

whether we are ready or not.  We welcome you, Emmanuel, God 

with us, and pray for your loving presence to stay with us.  Amen 
 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Long-expected God, 

we confess that we look to ourselves 

for the peace and security only you can provide. 

We reach for swords and spears, 

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 

We become impatient while waiting 

and weary of keeping awake. 

Free us from self-reliance, 

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 

Increase our trust in God’s timing, 

and awaken us to your advent among us, 

that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 

Amen. 

God judges us not as we deserve, 

but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, 

saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 

Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN              WOV 627                               
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*Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

 For in your wisdom you have formed us. 

You feed the hungry and clothe the naked, 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You set free those who are bound. 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You raise up those whose courage falters. 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You provide for our every need. 

 Accept our grateful praises. 

You have called us from all peoples. 

 We rejoice and bless your name forever. 

You bless your people with peace. 

 We bless you and praise your loving grace. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

 For in your wisdom you have formed us. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen 

our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk 

in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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HYMN      LBW 34 
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FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 35:1-10 

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as 

a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a 

renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 

restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly 

and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall be 

given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 

glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak 

hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a 

fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will 

come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 

save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 

ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall leap like a 

deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall 

break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the 

burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall 

become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be 

called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall 

be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;  

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion 

with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 

obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 146:5-10    Read Responsively 
 
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose 

hope is in the LORD their God; 

 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in 

them; who keeps promises forever; 

 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those 

who hunger. The LORD sets the captive free. 
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 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up 

those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. R 

 9 The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan 

and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 10 The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, 

throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

  

SECOND LESSON:  JAMES 5:7-10 

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to 

cultivate patience rather than discontent. 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the 

Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being 

patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You 

also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 

Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one 

another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing 

at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers 

and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
CHILDRENS SERMON 
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*GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 11:2-11 

 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment 

upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders 

whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates 

that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing 

and restoration. 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 

word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to 

come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go 

and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, 

the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 

them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is 

written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those 

born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet 

the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
The Gospel of our Lord 

 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
SERMON   PASTOR GARY GRINVALDS 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                   ELW 715 
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*APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 
OFFERINGOFFERTORY    
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*THE PRAYERS 
 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, 

trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the 

whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of 

healing and liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from 

generation to generation, that all may place their hope in you. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where 

wilderness is barren, sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that 

grow, plants that flower, and creatures that thrive, as nature 

proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, 

root it out. Turn their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. 

Instill a deeper sense of compassion and care in all who govern. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. 

(We pray especially for . . .) In uncertain times, remind us of the 

promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and 

offer release. Strengthen the work of the church in restorative 

justice, breaking cycles of poverty, and welcoming the immigrant 

(especially we pray for Global Refuge and Lutheran Social 

Services). God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have 

lived and died in faith (especially Mary, mother of Jesus, John of 

the Cross and . . .). May their boldness of faith inspire our witness 

and work. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 
 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
*BLESSING  
 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     ELW 248                                     

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission OneLicenses.net #A-722514. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Children’s Christmas Program is tonight at 6 PM. 
Donations of bars and cookies for afterward are welcome 
 
Christmas Eve services will be at 4:30 p.m.  
 

Condolences to Peggy and family on the passing of George 

Henrichs. 

 

Reminder of church coffee this Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 10 a.m. 

 

No Bible Study this Thursday, Dec. 18.  Pastor will be on vacation 

Thursday & Friday. 

 

If you have not filled out a member information form or provided a 

picture for the directory, please contact Erin at 

emsaathoff03@gmail.com or (402) 239-9117. 

 

Upcoming Community coffees are as follows: 

December 19—Welsh Heritage Center 

December 26—No coffee 

 

Remembered in Our Prayers:  

Kent Hohensee Kathleen Remmers  Kai Spann 

 

Pastor Gary:   Phone: (402) 658-2253 

Email: garygrinvalds@gmail.com 

If you wish to have Pastor visit you, please contact him to set up a 

time. 

 

Your Council leaders are: 

President: Darla Acton (402) 239-6236 

Vice President: Darin Frerichs (402) 239-6471 

Secretary: Erin Saathoff (402) 239-9117 

At Large:   Roger Henrichs (402) 239-7740  

        Chavonn Mailahn (308) 214-0039 

       Josh Schmidt (402) 520-0950 

mailto:emsaathoff03@gmail.com
mailto:garygrinvalds@gmail.com
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Church Account Balance: 11/30/2025: $58,608.39 
Church Offerings:  12/07/2025: $  1,472.00    
  
Attendance  12/07/2025:  51 
 
December Birthdays: 
 
16 - Alaina Klover 
16 – Shirley Martin 
19 – Reeve Maxson 
20 – Jesse Meints-Harms 
22 – Maverick Adams 
23 – Dustin Martin 
23 – Josh Schmidt 
24 – Tim Acton 
26 – Dalton Dorn 
26 – Brent Maxson 
28 – Darin Frerichs 
30 – Joann Wieden 
 
Please have any announcements for the bulletin to Pam by 
Wednesday noon each week.  You may text or call her at  
(402) 239-2715 or send an email to the church at 
oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com.  Thank you. 
 

Our Saviors Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  
December 4, 2025 

Present: Darla Acton, Darin Frerichs, Erin Saathoff, Chavonn Mailahn, 
Josh Schmidt, Pastor Gary, Pam Gerdes Roger Henrichs 

Absent:  None 

 

Meeting called to order by: Darla and Pastor opened with a prayer. 
 

Approve Previous Month’s Meeting Minutes -Moved by Chavonn, 
seconded by Darin 

 

Financial report - No report at this time. 
 

mailto:oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com
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Pastor’s Report: 
• Nothing to report at this time. 
 

Old Business: 
• Ushers for January - Google Calendar will be used moving 

forward. 
• Update on the audio/visual project - Josh will install the larger 

tvs before Sunday.   
• Church Directory - No update 
• Confirmation Update - No update 
• Filley’s Annual Meeting - Jan 11 sub for pastor from Filley.   
• Front Doors - Darin said Mark Pohlman said their doors were 

approximately $10,000.  Darin will stop at Home Town Lumber 
to find out more information. 

• LYF - Erin reported the LYF group will be Christmas Caroling on 
December 21st, from 5-7pm, followed by supper at Papa B’s 

 

New Business: 
• Date for next council meeting - TBD 
• Our Savior’s Annual Meeting - January 25, 2026 
• Budget - Pam prepared a preliminary budget & noted it will 

need to be adjusted to include the 2026 mileage & COLA for 
Pastor.  Moved by Darin, seconded by Chavonn, to present the 
proposed budget, with the stipulation to adjust the 2026 
mileage & COLA for Pastor, to the Congregation at the Annual 
Meeting on January 25, 2026. 

• Constitution Review - Erin provided a redline version of the 
Constitution to the Council to review.  Moved by Josh, 
seconded by Roger, to present the proposed Constitution to 
the Congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 25, 2026. 

 

Close meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 


