Wednesday March 4, 2026
2" Week of Lent

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 7 PM

*Please stand
Congregational responses are in bold print

EVENING PRAYER SERVICE
*Service of Light

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world
The light no darkness can overcome

Stay with us, Lord, for its evening
And the day is almost over

Let your light scatter the darkness
And illumine your church



LIGHTING OF CANDLES

HYMN

ELW 561

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory
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1 Joy-ous light of heav'n-ly glo - ry, lov-ing glow of God’s own
2 In the stars that grace the dark - ness, in the blaz -ing sun of
3 You who made the heav-en’s splen-dor, ev-ry danc-ing star of
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face, you who sing cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, shine on
dawn, in the light of peace and wis - dom, we can
night, make us  shine with gen - tle  jus - tice, let us
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ev -ty land and race. Now as eve - ning falls a -
hear your qui - et song. Love that fills the night with
each re - flect your light. Might - y God of all cre -
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round us, we shall raise our songs to you. God of day - break,
won - der, love that warms the wea -1y soul, love that bursts all
a - tion, gen-tle Christ who lights our way, lov-ing Spir - it
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God of shad - ows, come and light our hearts a - new.
chains a - sun - der, set us free and make us whole
of sal - va - tion, Jead us on to end - less day.
‘Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen. b. 1950

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, I1. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Joyous light of glory,

Of the immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun, and we look to the
evening light. We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit: You are worthy of being praised with pure voices
forever. O Son of God, O Giver of life: The universe proclaims
your glory.

*The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led
your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night. Enlighten our darkness by the light to our path; for you are
merciful, and you love your whole creation, and we, your
creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

*The Psalmody

Let my prayer rise before you as incense; the lifting up of my
hands as the evening sacrifice. O Lord, I call to you; come to
me quickly; hear my voice when I cry to you. Let my prayer rise
before you as incense; the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice. Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the
door of my lips. Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; let
me not be occupied in the wickedness with evildoers. But my
eyes are turned to you, Lord God; in you I take refuge. Strip me
not of my life. Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

Silence for Meditation



Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend with you, O Lord, and
let your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we
may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole
heavenly host, and may glorify you forever and ever.

Amen.

Lesson Matthew 4:1-17
tJesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by
the devil. ? He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he
was famished. ® The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
“But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”

°Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, © saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his
angels concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you
up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ” " Jesus
said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.”

¢ Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, ° and he said to
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” ' Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ”

' Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited
on him. ? Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew to Galilee. *° He left Nazareth and made his home in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
“so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might
be fulfilled: ** “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by
the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—° the people
who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat
in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” *" From that
time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.”

Message Darla Acton



Hymn ELW 335
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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1 Jc - sus,keccp me ncar the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me:
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v'ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing  star sheds its bcams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest  be-yond the riv - er.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

*Prayers

In peace, let us pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the

Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole wotld, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all
the people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundance mercy, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth,
and peaceful time, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us give
thanks to the Lord.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
Glory to you, O Lord.



O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all
just works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments;
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our
Savior, wo lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God

forever.
Amen.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the
prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Hymn ELW 629
(Offering will be collected during hymn)



Abide with Me
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I A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - fide.
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
301 need thy  pres - ence ev - ry  pass - ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
carth’s joys grow dim, its glo - riecs pass a - way;
what but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’'s pow'r?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a - round | sce;
Who like thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heav’'n’s morn-ing breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of the  help-less, oh, a - bide with me.

0] thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.

Through cloud and sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.

I tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with mc!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

Text: Henry E. Lyte, 1793-1847
Music: EVENTIDE, William H. Monk, 18231889

*Closing Prayer

Almighty God, grant to your church

your Holy Spirit and the

wisdom which comes down from heaven, that your Word may not
be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may
serve you and in the confession of your name may abide to the

end; through Jesus, Christ our Lord.
Amen.



*Blessing

The almighty and meriful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with
permission OneLicenses.net #A-722514.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please make your Thrivent Choice dollars donations before
March 315t You can log onto your Thrivent Account and direct
the dollars or call them on the phone at 800-847-4836. If you wish
for your dollars to be designated to a certain ministry or
cemetery you must tell your Financial Secretary the amount
you donated and where you want the $ to go.

Remembered in Our Prayers:
Kent Hohensee Kathleen Remmers
Kai Spann Maxine Trauernicht

Wednesday Lenten Services will be at 7:00 p.m. on the
following days:

March 11, 2026

March 18, 2026

March 25, 2026

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday, Aptil 3, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026
8:00 A.M. AT OUR SAVIOR’S
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