Sunday, February 1, 2026
4™ Sunday after Epiphany

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
8:00 AM Worship 9:00 AM Fellowship
Faith Formation 5:30 PM Wednesdays

Pastor Gary Grinvalds

Organist: Alice Meints or Sandy Eltiste

Introduction to the day
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul,
they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross.
For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in
heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger
for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and
calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.



*Please Stand
Congregational responses in bold print

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,

the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,

and forgives your sin in *F Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.
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sent from the past are all we need. We in this place re - mem-ber and speak
we are each oth-er’s bread and wine. This is the place where we can re - ceive
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when  we  arc gath - ered  here, and know our God is  ncar.
a - gain what we have heard: God’s free re - deem-ing word.
what we need to in - crease: our jus-tice and God’s peace.

Text: Huub Qosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626
Text © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger
and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in
our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON: MicaH 6:1-8

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury,
God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “‘wearied” Israel
with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect
lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God
empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to
walk shrewdly in God'’s service.

' Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the
mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. ?Hear, you
mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of
the earth, for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will
contend with Israel. *“O my people, what have | done to you?

In what have | wearied you? Answer me! * For I brought you up
from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of
slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

>O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
¢ “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before
God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with
calves a year old? " Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of o0il? Shall I give my firstborn
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
¢ He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD



require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk

humbly with your God?
Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 15 Read Responsively

* LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide
upon your holy hill?

?Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who
speak the truth from their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their
friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those
who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do
not take back their word.

°*They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take
bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never
be overthrown.

SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the
message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word
reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the
message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for
believers.

* The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
“For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

?“Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of
the world? * For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness
of the proclamation, to save those who believe. * For Jews ask for
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, * but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles,
*but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
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power of God and the wisdom of God. > For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.
¢ Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you

were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. ?” But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; ** God chose what is low and despised in the world,
things that are not, to abolish things that are, ° so that no one might
boast in the presence of God. ** In contrast, God is why you are in
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, * in order that, as
it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

CHILDRENS SERMON

*GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:1-12
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are
blessed in the reign of God.
* When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after
he sat down, his disciples came to him. > And he began to speak
and taught them, saying:
*“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
°“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
¢“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.
"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
¢“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

*“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children
of God.



0“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘1 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
?Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The Gospel of our Lord

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR GARY GRINVALDS
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Let Streams of Living Justice
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dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-cr;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED. Gustay Holst, 1874—1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.
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*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*THE PRAYERS

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the
earth, our home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that
it may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim
Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid
ministries (faith-based organizations may be named). Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation.
We pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean
currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with
integrity and respect human rights. Increase freedom in every
nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious activists
who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of
persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring
orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in
any way (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this
congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and
youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for
others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who
journeyed humbly with you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
OFFERING
*OFFERTORY
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make
all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets” hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among
us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death
and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with
your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.
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AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) ~ HOLY COMMUNION
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O God of Mercy, God of Light
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4 For all are kin - dred, far and wide, since Je - sus
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in your  sight, to  live our lives in you.
stray  and fall! Wc  rest  our hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace pro - vide, to love them all in you.
*BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace.
Amen
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*CANTICLE

@ Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood

you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*BLESSING

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

0 ; i ;
[S" AN | | | T I8 I | | | I
e —————————
[A\IV | 1 I 1 I b & | BB | i
P i v 1 I %
1 The Spir -it  sends us forth to  serve; we g0 in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of  Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us  go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
N i | N
[ . I I T 1 | | 1 1 |
| 1 [ b |
4 / L4 s
Je = sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em -
0 : .

I | =Y + I [ | I s | y T y
Ghre e e ) e e el ) 1]
[A\IV I I T i I il ik -

7 1 & 1
to the poor, God's fa -  vor to pro - claim.
sharc a  drcam and help the blind to sce.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
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Text: Delores Dufner, oss. b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD. attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission OneLicenses.net #A-722514.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reminder of church coffee at 10 a.m. this Tuesday, February 3, 2026.

Today from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Chicken Noodle Dinner at Blue
Springs Methodist Church. $13 donation. Dine in or drive thru for
carry out.

Today until 1:00 p.m., Kiwanis Pancake Feed to benefit BHS’s
Family Counselor Science Program at the Veteran’s Club, 701 Dorsey
St., Beatrice. Adults: $10.00, children to age 12: $5.00, Children 3 &

under free.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church WELCA invites you to attend their
annual soup luncheon on Sunday, February 1, 2026, from 11:00
am to 1:00 pm. Chili, chicken noodle soup, and vegetable beef
soup will be served, as well as desserts and a beverage. Bring a
friend. We're looking forward to seeing you there"

The Annual meeting will is today immediately following the
church service.

We will have 2 vacancies on the Church Council next year. If you
would consider being on the council or know someone else who
might, please let a current council member know. Thanks.

Please also consider attending the 2026 Synod Assembly as a
voting member representing your congregation. All confirmed
members are eligible to attend!!! We may send 2, which will be
identified at the Annual Meeting in January.

"A Pancakes with Purpose Fundraiser, complete with pancakes,
eggs & sausage, juice and coffee, will be held on Saturday,
February 21, 2026, with serving from 8 am to 1 pm at the
American Legion Club located at 701 Dorsey Street in

Beatrice. Freewill donations accepted. The Holy Cross Lutheran
Church Improvement Committee is sponsoring this event. We
hope to see everyone there . . . and bring a friend!"
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Upcoming Community coffees are as follows:
February 6—Wymore Library

Remembered in Our Prayers:
Kent Hohensee Kathleen Remmers Kai Spann

Pastor Gary: Phone: (402) 658-2253

Email: garygrinvalds@gmail.com
If you wish to have Pastor visit you, please contact him to set up a
time.

Your Council leaders are:

President: Darla Acton (402) 239-6236

Vice President: Darin Frerichs (402) 239-6471

Secretary: Erin Saathoff (402) 239-9117

At Large: Roger Henrichs (402) 239-7740
Chavonn Mailahn (308) 214-0039
Josh Schmidt (402) 520-0950

Church Account Balance: 12/31/2025: $45,124.43
Church Offerings: 01/04/2026: $ 907.00
01/11/2026: $ 749.00

Attendance  01/25/2026: 24
February Birthdays

03 Landen Frerichs

05 Sabrina Jerrad

11 Dell Michaelis

13 Jared McKeever

20 Braden Klover

22 Leighton McKeever

Please have any announcements for the bulletin to Pam by
Wednesday noon each week. You may text or call her at
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(402) 239-2715 or send an email to the church at
oursaviorslutheranwymore(@gmail.com. Thank you.
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