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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Website:  oursaviorswymore.com
8:00 AM Worship 9:00 AM Fellowship
Faith Formation 5:30 PM Wednesdays

Pastor Gary Grinvalds

Organist:  Alice Meints or Sandy Eltiste

Introduction to the day
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

*Please Stand
Congregational responses in bold print

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.









ENTRANCE HYMN           			ELW 533     
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*Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,
	For in your wisdom you have formed us.
You feed the hungry and clothe the naked,
	We bless you and praise your name forever.
You set free those who are bound.
	We bless you and praise your name forever.
You raise up those whose courage falters.
	We bless you and praise your name forever.
You provide for our every need.
	Accept our grateful praises.
You have called us from all peoples.
	We rejoice and bless your name forever.
You bless your people with peace.
	We bless you and praise your loving grace.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe,
	For in your wisdom you have formed us.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.










HYMN						ELW 763
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[bookmark: _Hlk503705485]FIRST LESSON:  1 KINGS 3:5-12
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:129-136				Read Responsively
[bookmark: _Hlk496705908]
       129 Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart.
 130 When your word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.
 131 I open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments.
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those who love your name. R
 133 Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me.
 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your commandments.
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your teaching. 
 
 


SECOND LESSON:  ROMANS 8:26-39
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDRENS SERMON
*GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52

Glory to you, O Lord.

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The Gospel of our Lord

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON			PASTOR GARY GRINVALDS	

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                   ELW 759
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

OFFERING
*OFFERTORY [image: ]
*THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.




*LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  Amen.


*BLESSING 

[bookmark: _Hlk132630766]The Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace.	
Amen.

















SENDING HYMN					ELW 774                   
[image: ]
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.


From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission OneLicenses.net #A-722514.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

August 16th – Sundae Fun Day from 1-3 sponsored by LYF.  Free will donation.

Chad Barnhill will be in the area on Wednesday, August 19 and Thursday, August 20.  We have a list of several people interested in having their pianos tuned.  If you are interested but have not contacted a council member, please do so as soon as possible.   The cost is approximately $150. 

If you have a favorite hymn you would like to sing during a future church service, please complete one of the cards on the table in the fellowship hall and place it in the basket provided.

There are sign up sheets on the table in the entryway for the classes that Pastor is offering to the congregation.  If you are interested in any of these, please sign up.  There are also descriptions of each class beneath the sign up sheet.

Upcoming Community coffees are as follows:
July 31—WBSAF at Wymore Country Club
August 7—Wymore Public Library

Remembered in Our Prayers: 
Blake Barg		Jennifer Cohorst	Kent Hohensee 	
Kathleen Remmers	Eric Riley		Kai Spann

Blake Barg (great nephew of Dorothy Skeens) is in basic training in the Army in North Carolina.  

Pastor Gary:  	Phone: (402) 658-2253
Email: garygrinvalds@gmail.com
If you wish to have Pastor visit you, please contact him to set up a time.  Sunday afternoon & Thursday are his open days.




Your Council leaders are:
President: Josh Schmidt (402) 520-0950
Vice President: Chavonn Mailahn (308) 214-0039
Secretary:  Rachel Frerichs (402) 239-0466
At Large:  	Roger Henrichs (402) 239-7740	
	      	Erin Saathoff (402) 239-9117
		Jodi Wegner (402) 223-8263  
Council meetings are now held on the 3rd Thursday of each  month after Bible Study.

Church Account Balance:	06/30/2026:	$64,279.51
Church Offerings:		07/05/2026:	$     826.00
				07/12/2026:	$  1,416.00
				07/19/2026:	$     646.00

 Attendance:	07/19/2026:  37	

[bookmark: _Hlk127715179]July Birthdays			Anniversaries
30 Kylie Allington		31 Jim & Dana Dorn
			
Please have any announcements for the bulletin to Pam by Wednesday noon each week.  You may text or call her at 
(402) 239-2715 or send an email to the church at oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com.  Thank you.
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My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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1 My life flowson in end-less song; a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion,
2 Throughall the tu-mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring- ing.
3 What though my joys and com-forts die?  The Lord my  Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain cv - cr spring-ing!
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1 catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.

It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan I keep from sing-ing?

What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv-eth.

All  things are mine since [ am his!  Howcan I keep from sing-ing?

Refrain

No  storm can shake my in-most calm  while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.

Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earthhow can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING. Robert Lowry, alt.
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

2 May thy rich gracc im - part  strength to  my faint - ing hcart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream

04
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zcal in - spire; as  thou hast died for mc, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o'er me roll; blest Sav-ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day bc whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.

trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 18081887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right spir -
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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I What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean -ing on the ev -er-
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to drcad,what have I to fear, lcan - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ecv - er last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;

lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Antheny J. Showalter, 18581924
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Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

J o e @ e T T

1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi- on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, [ come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;

3 Here thy praisc is glad - ly chant-cd, herc thy sced is  du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
s Speak, O God,and 1 will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du-ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and  a - dore thee, there a  heav’'n on  carth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o'er me shine
may [ un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.

Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un-to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun - tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER IIERRSCIIER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680




