FROM PASTOR GARY'S DESK

The word “Lent” comes from a West
Germanic word meaning “lengthening of the day.”
Whalt does lengthening of days have to do with the
church seasen? Well, not much, or so it would
seem initially. It actually has much more to do with
the natural season than the church season. During
Lent, days are getlling longer. Lent spans the
transition from mid to late winter to early spring.
Obviously, this is only true for our hemisphere, but
the word was already part of the English lexicon
hefore it spread around the warld.

With the dropping of the word “Alleluia® fram
the liturgy. the practice of giving things up for Lent,
and general somber mood from Ash Wednesday
through Good Friday, many of us may see Lent as
a particularly gloomy time of the church year. And
that isn't necessarily wrong. Lent is a time to focus
on repentance, and to do that, we need to focus on
our own sinfulness. We need to remember that we
aren’'t perfect, and assuming we don’t need to
change may be one of the most dangerous things
we can do. This is a time to remember that we are
mortal, that we will die.

Sometimes, spring weather cooperates
with this drama. Though the days are longer, if we
are lucky we will get spring rains. The cold, damp,
dreary days of early spring help us feel the grim
tone of the Lenten season. And yet, the days are
getting longer, and hopefully warmer. Maybe Lent
ism't purely gloomy.

In the early church, people were Baplized
on Easter Sunday. Lent was the season of intense
focus, reflection, and study to prepare those new
members who would be baptized. It wasn't so
much about being serious, sad, or gloomy. It was
essentially a forty day intense confirmation class.
That fits really well with the coming of spring. You
are getting enlightened as the sun is staying
around longer and providing more light. You are
focusing as you emerge from winter with renewed
energy. Perhaps we should spend Lent dedicated
to learning.
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But the length of days is important
theologically as well. It's interesting that the word
comes from an observation aboul days getling
lenger. That's not something we have any control
over. It doesn’t come from a word meaning
repentance, reflection, or study. It comes from a
word that has to do with the mavement of the sun.
It's out of our hands.

Someone may say that | am focusing too
much on things being out of our hands. I'm
focusing too much on God's work and things being
outside of our control. Don't Christians use the
term ‘“discipling” with regard 1o Lent? lsn't
discipline something that we do? Well, maybe, but
that's not the whole story. Again, we need to think
about what this word means.

When you hear the word “disciplineg” you
might think of punishment. Maybe you think of
parents grounding their teenager for missing
curfew or sending their young child to stand in the
cormer for saying a bad word. But do you think of
the related word: “disciple?” Both of these words
come from the same place, and they have more lo
do with learning than pain. Hopefully, parents
would agree that the point of punishment isn't to
inflict suffering or to take out your anger on a child,
but rather to teach them something about how they
should behave. So, we could ask again, who is
doing the discipline in Lent?

If we are practicing the disciple of Lent, we
are the students, and God is the teacher. While we
should certainly aspire to be good students,
diligent and focused, our ability to leam is
dependent upon our teacher. God is instructing us
during this season. Our job isn't to fix curselves or
change our own lives. Our job is to patiently listen
and learn.

| think it is strikingly fitting that this season
leading up to Easter is named for the lengthening
of days. As much as we may want to think that Lent
requires our work, perhaps it will help us
remember. Just as we don't lengthen the days, we
don't save ourselves. We don't change ourselves.
God adds light to the world, and God shines new
light in aur lives.
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On February 8th, the LYF group decorated valentine cookies and

delivered goodie bags around the community.

A great time was had by all & the cookies were delicious!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

March 3rd - Church Coffee @ 10 am
March 4th - Lenten Service @ 7pm - Darla Acton leading
March 5th - Bible Study @ 6:30 pm
March 11th - Lenten Service @ 7pm - Confirmation Class leading
March 18th - Lenten Service @ 7pm - Faith Formation leading
March 19th - Bible Study @ 6:30 pm
March 19th - Council Meeting @ 7:30 pm
March 25th - Lenten Service @ 7pm - Erin Saathoff leading
March 28th - LYF Service Project - Wymore Country Club cleanup



Faith Formation hosted a soup & dessert supper prior to the Ash Wednesday service.
It was so nice to enjoy fellowship to begin the Lenten season.
Thank you to all who donated the wonderful food!




Our Saviors Lutheran Church

Council Meeting

January 21, 2026

Present: Darla Acton, Darin Frerichs, Erin Saathoff, Chavonn Mailahn, Josh Schmidt, Pastor Gary, Pam
Gerdes, Roger Henrichs

Absent: None

Meeting called to order by: Darla and opened with a prayer.
Approve Previous Month’s Meeting Minutes -Moved by Roger, seconded by Chavonn

Financial report - Pam reviewed the financial report. Josh noted the decrease of $10,500 is due to
insurance and mileage. Moved by Josh, seconded by Darin

Pastor’s Report:
Pastor opened discussion regarding the previous week’s sermon. Discussion was postponed until the end of
the meeting. Pastor reported confirmation has been going well.

Old Business:

e Ushers for February - Google Calendar will be used moving forward.

e Church Directory - Erin provided an update for printing the directory. Erin received quotes from Arbor
Ink and Priority Printing. Erin will order 50 from Arbor Ink for $413.41. Directories will be distributed
via email as well, after the Annual Meeting, in order to include the new Council members.

e Electronic Sign bids - Erin will reach out again. Darin will reach out to Terry Jurgens to see who recently
installed the one for his business.

e Constitution Question - Erin will provide a bullet list of changes proposed to be handed out at the
Annual Meeting. Copies will be handed out January 24th & February 1st at the Annual Meeting.

New Business:

¢ Date for next council meeting will be February 19, 2026 @ 7:30

e Grant Update - Chavonn reported we received the Morris Grant. The official letter has not been received
to verify the total award amount.

e Pam reported we received $500 from Vaughn & Tina Wright Grant Fund for the Ardys Philippi Memorial
which will be put in the memorial fund. Kathleen Remmers has requested that her future contributions
be designated for a specific project.

e Church Annual meeting will be February 1, 2026 after service.

e Lenten Services - Ash Wednesday services will be at Filley at 6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s. All
other services will be held at Our Savior’s at 7:00 p.m. & led by the Council. Maundy Thursday & Good
Friday services times will be discussed during the Quarterly Parish Meeting with Filley. Faith Formation
will have a soup supper on Ash Wednesday. Details to be announced.

e Quarterly Parish Meeting January 28,2026 @ 6:30 in Filley.

e Electronic Slides - Darla asked how the new system has been working. It has been well received. Pam
has cut down on printing the number of bulletins & will continue to print song and announcement
sheets.

The Council discussed the sermon from January 18th and the feelings of the congregation with Pastor
Gary.

Closed meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.



