
   Sunday, February 8, 2026 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
8:00 AM Worship 9:00 AM Fellowship 
Faith Formation 5:30 PM Wednesdays 

 
Pastor Gary Grinvalds 

 
Organist:  Alice Meints or Sandy Eltiste 

 

Introduction to the day 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. 

Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share 

our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In 

another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of 

the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works 

shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to 

shine with the light of Christ. 
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*Please Stand 
Congregational responses in bold print 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

Amen. 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 
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INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS 

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister addresses the 

assembly. 

The following people have been elected [by the congregation] to 

positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to 

serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent 

to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters 

and brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual 

mission as a congregation. 

The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read by 

a representative of the congregation. 

President: Josh Schmidt 

Vice President: Chavonn Mailahn 

Secretary: Rachel Frerichs 

At large: Roger Henrichs, Erin Saathoff, Jodi Wegner 

The presiding minister addresses those being installed. 

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but 

the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
(1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
The presiding minister continues. 

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this 

congregation. 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith 

bear witness to God, who gathers us into one together with the 

whole church. 

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in 

worship, learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission 

of Christ is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in 

this community, and in the whole world. 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the 

Spirit who empowers you may be glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, 

harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation. 
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The presiding minister addresses those being installed. 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 

Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices 

to which you have been elected? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

The assembly stands. Those being installed face the assembly. The 

presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, I ask you: 

Will you support these, your elected leaders, 

and will you share in the mutual ministry 

that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses 

them. 

I now declare you installed as officers / council members of this 

congregation. Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and 

your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 

Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN              ELW 510                               
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*Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

 For in your wisdom you have formed us. 

You feed the hungry and clothe the naked, 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You set free those who are bound. 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You raise up those whose courage falters. 

 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

You provide for our every need. 

 Accept our grateful praises. 

You have called us from all peoples. 

 We rejoice and bless your name forever. 

You bless your people with peace. 

 We bless you and praise your loving grace. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 

 For in your wisdom you have formed us. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who 

call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, 

and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN      ELW 665 

 

FIRST LESSON:  ISAIAH 58:1-9A[9B-12] 

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people 

were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds 

them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting 

that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering 

the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

 1 Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob 

their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my 

ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did 

not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous 

judgments; they want God on their side.3 “Why do we fast, but you 
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do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, 

you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your 

workers. 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a 

wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice 

heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble 

oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in 

sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to 

the LORD?  

 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,   

to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to 

break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry  

and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 

naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing 

shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the 

glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9a Then you shall call, 

and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, 

“Here I am.” 

[9b If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the 

finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to the hungry   

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in 

the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11 The LORD will 

guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places  

and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered 

garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail.  12 Your 

ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of 

many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach,   

the restorer of streets to live in.]  

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 112:1-9[10]    Read Responsively 
 
       1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great 

delight in God’s commandments! 

 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the 

generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their 

righteousness will last forever. 
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 4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous 

are merciful and full of compassion.  

 5 It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage 

their affairs with justice. 

 6 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in 

everlasting remembrance. 

 7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is 

steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

 8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see 

their desire upon their enemies. 

 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness 

stands fast forever;  they will hold up their head with honor. 

[ 10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their 

teeth and pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish.]  

  

  

SECOND LESSON:  1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-12[13-16] 

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human 

philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden 

wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity 

involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation 

in the cross. 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come 

proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior speech or 

wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in 

fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation 

were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might 

rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

  6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being 

destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which 

God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the 

rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,  

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

  nor the human heart conceived, 

 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
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10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what 

is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no 

one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 
12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit 

that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on 

us by God. [13 And we speak of these things in words not taught by 

human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things 

to those who are spiritual. 

  14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s 

Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to 

understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 Those 

who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject 

to no one else’s scrutiny. 

 16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord 

  so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ.]  

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
CHILDRENS SERMON 
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*GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 5:13-20 

 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be 

the salt of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works 

and keeping God’s commandments. 

[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 

taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 

hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; 

rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven. 

  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 

Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell 

you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 

them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell 

you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
The Gospel of our Lord 

 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON      
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                   ELW 688 
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*APOSTLES CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
OFFERING 
*OFFERTORY    
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*THE PRAYERS 
 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the 

church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the 

earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the 

baptized true to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness 

bring hope to a troubled world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, 

and water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great 

whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat 

of violence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, 

and bring peace to war zones (areas of conflict may be named). We 

pray for our enemies. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any 

who experience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or 

persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving (especially). 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain 

our ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us to 

be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, following the example 

of Christ. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for 

their lives of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your 

eternal love. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 

we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 

known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.  

Amen. 
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*LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
*BLESSING  
 
The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     ELW 553                                

 

 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission OneLicenses.net #A-722514. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

There is an extra 50” tv from the video package installation that is 

not needed.  If anyone is interested in purchasing it, please contact 

a council member.  The cost is $300. 

 
February 15, 2026:  St. Mary’s Catholic Church Soup Supper from 
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Free will donation.  Chili, Vegetable or Ham & 
Bean with desserts 
 
February 17, 2026:  Pancake Supper from 5-7p.m. at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church. Free Will donation 
 

"A Pancakes with Purpose Fundraiser, complete with pancakes, 

eggs & sausage, juice and coffee, will be held on Saturday, 

February 21, 2026, with serving from 8 am to 1 pm at the 

American Legion Club located at 701 Dorsey Street in 

Beatrice.  Freewill donations accepted. The Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church Improvement Committee is sponsoring this event.   We 

hope to see everyone there . . . and bring a friend!" 

 

Upcoming Community coffees are as follows: 

February 13—Blue Springs Methodist Church 

February 20—Security 1st Bank at Park Lodge 

February 27—Wymore City Office 

March 6—Wymore Library 

 

Remembered in Our Prayers:  

Kent Hohensee Kathleen Remmers  Kai Spann 

 

Pastor Gary:   Phone: (402) 658-2253 

Email: garygrinvalds@gmail.com 

If you wish to have Pastor visit you, please contact him to set up a 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:garygrinvalds@gmail.com
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Your Council leaders are: 

President: Josh Schmidt (402) 520-0950 

Vice President: Chavonn Mailahn (308) 214-0039 

Secretary:  Rachel Frerichs (402) 239-0466 

At Large:   Roger Henrichs (402) 239-7740  

        Erin Saathoff (402) 239-9117 

  Jodi Wegner (402) 223-8263    
 
Church Account Balance: 1/31/2026: $42,983.57 
Church Offerings:  02/01/2026: $  2,141.00 
  
Attendance  02/01/2026:  52 
 
February Birthdays   
 
11 Dell Michaelis 
13 Jared McKeever 
20 Braden Klover 
22 Leighton McKeever 
 
 
Please have any announcements for the bulletin to Pam by 
Wednesday noon each week.  You may text or call her at  
(402) 239-2715 or send an email to the church at 
oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com
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LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026 at 7:30.  Soup & 
Dessert Supper before from 5:45 – 7:15. Free Will 
Donation 

 
Wednesday Lenten Services will be at 7:00 p.m. on the 
following days: 

February 25, 2026 
March 4, 2026 
March 11, 2026 
March 18, 2026 
March 25, 2026 

         
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Good Friday, April 3, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. 
         

 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026 

8:00 A.M. AT OUR SAVIOR’S 
 


