Sunday, March 1, 2026
2 Sunday in Lent

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
8:00 AM Worship 9:00 AM Fellowship
Faith Formation 5:30 PM Wednesdays

Pastor Gary Grinvalds

Organist: Alice Meints or Sandy Eltiste
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will
be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells
Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we
are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a
covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up
with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim
God’s love for all the world.



*Please Stand
Congregational responses in bold print

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God,



you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
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2 Hope of the world, God’s  gift from high - est heav - en,
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to heal earth’s wounds and end all bit - ter strife.
lure us a - way from you to end - less night.
work through our lives to  bring your pur - pose in.
you are our Lord and will for - ev - er reign!



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.



O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us
to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your
promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the
world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON: GENESIS 12:1-4A
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through
them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set
out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land,
nation, and a great reputation.
' The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. ?1
will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. ®I will bless those
who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
“2So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with

him.

Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121 Read Responsively

‘T 1ift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

> My help comes from the LoRD, the maker of heaven and
earth.

* The LoRD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who
watches over you fall asleep.

“Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

°the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your
right hand;

®the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The LorD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your
life.

¢ The LorD will watch over your going out and your coming
in, from this time forth forevermore.
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SECOND LESSON: ROMANS 4:1-5,13-17

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right
relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from God
but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and
model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is
a God who gives life to the dead.

* What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor
according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he
has something to boast about, but not before God. ° For what does
the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. ° But to one who does not
work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is
reckoned as righteousness.

*For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come
to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith. *“ For if it is the adherents of the law who
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *° For the
law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

' For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it
may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, " as
it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDRENS SERMON

*GOSPEL: JOHN 3:1-17

Glory to you, O Lord.

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher

his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and
the kingdom of God.



" Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the
Jews. ?He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we
know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one
can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.”

¢ Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above.” * Nicodemus
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”
> Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ° What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
"Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from
above.’  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ° Nicodemus said
to him, “How can these things be?”” *° Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

1 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify
to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. ** If
have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can
you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? **No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man. ** And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, *° that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

5 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn
the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of our Lord

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR GARY GRINVALDS



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 323
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791: tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*THE PRAYERS

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let
us pray for the world and its needs.

10



A brief silence.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith
through the work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the
ages (like George Herbert whom the church remembers today),
give your church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind
and the water declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and
protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to
creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all
leaders to seek the flourishing of every person and lend your help
to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your
word of acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any
brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are
struggling with illness or loss (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless
newcomers and new members in this assembly (especially) and
accompany those who have recently left this community to journey
elsewhere (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life
and in death. Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for
your promise which saves this whole world by your love. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation.

Amen.
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*PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

*OFFERTORY

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
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*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse
their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed
in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the
land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s Passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.
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With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.
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AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) ~ HOLY COMMUNION
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*BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Amen
*CANTICLE
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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*BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 803
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“Text: [saac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reminder of church coffee at 10 a.m. this Tuesday, March 3, 2026.

Bible Study at 6:30 this Thursday, March 5, 2026.

There are sign up sheets on the table in the entryway for the classes
that Pastor is offering to the congregation. If you are interested in
any of these, please sign up. There are also descriptions of each class
beneath the sign up sheet.

At the last council meeting, it was suggested to create a music and
worship committee. There is a sign up sheet in the fellowship hall if
anyone is interested in being a member of the committee.

There is an extra 50” tv from the video package installation that is
not needed. If anyone is interested in purchasing it, please contact
a council member. The cost is $300.

Chavonn is no longer able to clean the church due to other
obligations. She will continue until the end of March. It normally
takes 2-3 hours per week. If anyone is interested in taking over for
her, please contact a council member. Thank you.

Please make your Thrivent Choice dollars donations before
March 315, You can log onto your Thrivent Account and direct
the dollars or call them on the phone at 800-847-4836. If you wish
for your dollars to be designated to a certain ministry or
cemetery you must tell your Treasurer the amount you
donated and where you want them to go. When the $ comes to
the treasurers from Thrivent they do not specify who donated what
or where you desire it to go.

Upcoming Community coffees are as follows:
March 6—Wymore Library
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Remembered in Our Prayers:
Linda Anderson Kent Hohensee
Kathleen Remmers  Kai Spann

Pastor Gary: Phone: (402) 658-2253

Email: garygrinvalds@gmail.com
If you wish to have Pastor visit you, please contact him to set up a
time. Sunday afternoon & Thursday are his open days.

Your Council leaders are:
President: Josh Schmidt (402) 520-0950
Vice President: Chavonn Mailahn (308) 214-0039
Secretary: Rachel Frerichs (402) 239-0466
At Large: Roger Henrichs (402) 239-7740
Erin Saathoff (402) 239-9117
Jodi Wegner (402) 223-8263

Council meetings are now held on the 3" Thursday of each month
after Bible Study.

Church Account Balance: 1/31/2026:  $42,983.57
Church Offerings: 02/01/2026: $ 2,191.00
02/08/2026: $ 766.00
02/15/2026: $ 656.00
02/18/2026: $§ 386.00
02/22/2026: $ 397.00

Attendance  02/22/2026: 34
02/25/2026: 35

Please have any announcements for the bulletin to Pam by
Wednesday noon each week. You may text or call her at
(402) 239-2715 or send an email to the church at

oursaviorslutheranwymore@gmail.com. Thank you.
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March Birthdays:

02 Ella Martin

03 Jodi Wegner

09 Linda Creevan

10 Weston Whitwer
11 Reese Beninghaus
14 Shirley Anderson
14 Larry Schmidt

16 Ileen Theye

20 Caleb Harms

21 Oaklyn Mailahn
24 Evan Saathoff

26 Brock Adams

27 Emalee Maxson
27 Jacob Oblinger
28 Paxx Adams

28 Loren Trauernicht

March Anniversaries

05 Larry & Shirley Anderson
12 Gene & Carol Erdmann

20 Scott & Denielle Trauernict

21



LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

Wednesday Lenten Services will be at 7:00 p.m. on the
following days:

March 4, 2026

March 11, 2026

March 18, 2026

March 25, 2026

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday, Aptil 3, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2026
8:00 A.M. AT OUR SAVIOR’S
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